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WBC NEWSLETTER
Reg No. A0042447N                                 August 2011




Message from the President
Hello to all our established members and “Welcome” to new members. 

Since our AGM last year, the committee have made slow but steady progress on most of the issues raised. 

Although we’re disappointed at the speed of Council in establishing our Joint Advisory Group, I’m pleased to say we’ve had a rapid result from our Security Patrols. As you may be aware, we interviewed 2 reputable security companies, and appointed one to patrol Campbell’s Cove and Bailey’s Beach at random times morning, noon and night for a two week period through May and June. The anecdotal feedback has been very positive, with most of our members who frequently use their shacks reporting a marked decrease of suspicious traffic along the roads. 

The Security Patrol Company official report summarises: 
1. There is no question that the overt presence of security had the desired effect of deterring would be offenders or unsavoury activity. 
2. There were a large proportion of single males in vehicles – their presence was most certainly impacted by security. 
3. The presence of security caused many vehicles to simply turn around and leave. It is logical to conclude, having driven so far, that the security patrol deterred their plans. 

We are counting this as a great result in the short term, and the whole report has some good evidence for the future lobbying of Council and State Government in the long term. We must also consider repeating this exercise periodically if our members notice suspicious or unsavoury activity increasing again. 

Advice from local Police: 
*If discovering evidence of a crime already committed (eg: a break-in or willful damage) make a statement at the local Police Station. 
*If actually witnessing any crime in progress (eg: robbery, suspicious or lewd behavior) Dial 000 immediately with all the information you can supply. 

The more actual statements supplied about any given area, the more that area appears on the local patrol’s “radar” as a hotspot. So making reports to Police CAN make a difference. 

The Joint Advisory Group:
As mentioned, the Joint Advisory Group we are forming with Council and State Government is still coming to fruition, but another change of administration at Council has slowed things down again. There have again been slight changes to the Terms of Reference offered and we are now told the Group will be officially approved at the August Council meeting. We will keep you posted and hopefully have a lot of good news to report after the first meeting of the group.



Members Health: We occasionally have news on members’ health, and this newsletter is unfortunately no exception. Two of our committee members have been in the wars lately. Harley Hazlewood-Smith has badly broken his leg while parasailing, and Brian Croy has had lung surgery. I’m pleased to say both are recovering slowly but surely. 

Bumper Stickers: One of our members suggested we get bumper stickers made to display on our cars to help identify other members parked along the foreshore. We discussed this and decided it could be a good thing to also promote a sense of community and you will find two stickers enclosed with this newsletter. They are all-weather and can be applied to a window of your car, or even on your boatshed. There will be more available at the AGM if you’d like extra. 

AGM: The official notification of the next AGM is enclosed with this Newsletter. Please take the time to at least get involved with your Association by attending this meeting, and also consider standing for a committee position. We would welcome some new faces, as some of our existing committee may not be standing again. 

Newsletter: Another positive recently is that although not a committee member, Jan Williams from Bailey’s Beach has kindly offered to be our Newsletter editor. She has a lot of good ideas and you can read some of them in this newsletter. 
*Please feel free to contact either Jan or myself with contributions or ideas for future newsletter articles!
There have been quite a few shacks change hands recently, so I look forward to meeting our new members at the AGM. 
Cheers, 
Tony Wilde

What owning a WBC Boatshed means to me
In each edition of the WBC Newsletter we hope to feature a short article or interview with a boatshed owner.  Our Secretary Sue Sweetland (boatshed 22 CC) sets the ball rolling:
“Owning a boatshed initially means peace and tranquillity.  I love the lapping water, the birds and the big sky over the Bay.
I grew up with lots of time spent on the Gippsland Lakes, so at Campbell’s Cove I’m reminded of these happy times.
My friends enjoy coming for summer lunches and dinners.  It’s a surprise for so many of them learning a new perspective on the geography of the Werribee area.
I love the old planes that use the Point Cook airstrip to take off into the skies above the boatsheds.
There’s something for everyone.  Fishing, safe swimming, camaraderie with neighbours - it’s a very special place where one can escape the pressures of city life and celebrate its uniqueness.”

Contact Jan if you’d like to tell ‘your boatshed owner story’.


Around the Bay
As you may know the State Government has a policy of no new boatsheds being built on Crown Land. Our boatsheds at both Baileys Beach and Campbell’s Cove are on Crown Land. So we will not be built out! We don’t have to be a Wyndham resident to own one and because of their rarity and charm they are a valuable and unique part of the history of Port Phillip Bay. It is important that the boatsheds are maintained in order for Wyndham Council to continue to support our unique location. 

The famed Brighton Bathing Boxes are not on Crown Land and interestingly Brighton City Council now has a programme in place to replace bathing boxes that have been lost therefore infilling gaps. Being built for around $15,000 per box the first was recently sold for $215,000. What a windfall for the Council! 
One wonders when Wyndham will see the ‘opportunity’ to cash in on the popularity of a little slice of bayside heaven!

Bayside Leader in an article by John Andrews on 24 May 2011:
“Bayside Council will auction two more Brighton bathing boxes. The pair of Dendy St beach icons is likely to net the council about $400,000. They are the second and third of six being built and sold by the council - the first was auctioned for a record $215,000 last December. Bayside Council’s original plan was to sell one a year for six years from 2010 to 2015. Bayside Leader believes the windfall is likely to be used to beautify the Dendy St beach….. There are now 83 bathing boxes on the famous strip of sand; the row of colourful, flag-adorned huts is one of the most photographed locales in Australia. The council owns the land for each box and charges an annual licence fee of about $500. Only Bayside ratepayers or residents are allowed to own one”.

Get Involved
WBC can only be as effective as you the members wish if you become involved. We encourage you to either stand for election to the committee at the next AGM or proactively assist the committee to ensure that both Campbell’s Cove and Baileys Beach continue to be a unique environment.  Make yourself familiar with the website – www.wba.org.au
And don’t forget to ‘show your pride’ in owning a boatshed by using the enclosed Bumper Stickers.

Do we have your email address? 
Please forward your email address to the Secretary – secretary@wba.org.au
The committee would like to keep you informed of all that is happening. We’d like to email you a copy of the newsletter or better still read the newsletter on line at www.wba.org.au 

Advertise in this space
Interested in advertising your services to the members of WBC – please contact the Secretary, Sue Sweetland for rates on either 0409 233 847 or secretary@wba.org.au


WBC Committee
President:  Tony Wilde: 0408 171 545 (CC)
 Vice President:  Brian Kendall: 0419 134 672 (CC)
 Secretary:  Sue Sweetland: 0409 233 847 (CC)
 Treasurer:  Sally Jones: 0402 839 003 (CC)  
 Committee:  Brian Croy: 0412 650 642 (CC)  
 Committee:  Harley Hazlewood-Smith: 0418 333 425 (CC)  
 Committee:  Tom Kelly: 0414 386 378 (CC)  
 Newsletter: Jan Williams: 0408 546 891 (BB)
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For those of you who haven’t yet read or picked up a copy of this recently published book it’s worth searching out. Published by Penguin with photos and text by renowned photographer Simon Griffiths it includes a number of boatsheds not only at Campbell’s Cove but around Australia
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Boatsheds for Sale
A new initiative is to list the current boatsheds that are for sale in our area. Many are for ‘private sale’ and some are for sale using the services of Real Estate Agents. For the purposes of this newsletter we show both the current online listings and an example of Owners Listings! If you would like to advertise your boatshed sale then contact Jan: 0408 546 891 
Cost: 	Listing only $20 (the best value on the Bay!)
With photo $25
Please keep us posted so that we can ensure you receive the best coverage to assist in your sale
Current listings on www.realestate.com.au – Werribee South
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10 Baileys Beach: $195,000 - $205,000
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153 Campbell’s Cove: $88,000 - $93,000
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48 Campbell’s Cove: $100,000 - $105,000
Owners Notices
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4 Baileys Beach - $120,000
Contact: Jan – 0408 546 891
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